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otes from the Chair

Last year in this space [ reported
i on the current review of all units
- =5 in the LAS College which was
dlrected ata grand seven-year internal re-
allocation plan designed to improve faculty
salaries, TA salaries, graduate fellowship
funds, and other essentials that have suf-
fered during recent years of underfunding,.
That exercise is now complete, and [ am
happy to report that the department came
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level of loss as four colleagues left our
ranks, two to outside offers (GEQOFFREY
PARKER to Yale University and JEFF
HANES to the University of Oregon} and
two to illness (RON JENNINGS, who has
become disabled as a result of Huntington’s
Disease, and LLOYD EASTMAN, who
passed away in August 1993). We shall
greatly miss the contributions these col-
leagues have brought to our common enter-
prise even as we welcome two newcomers,
LILLIAN HODDESON in the History of

off quite well—deserving of continued sup-
port at its present strength (unlike several
other social science and humanities units).
In fact, although we anticipate a two-year

Celebrating one
hundred years of
history at Illinois.

Science and KATHRYN OBERDECK in
U.S. Cultural and Intellectual History, and
as we look forward to the new strengths an-
ticipated from the searches now underway.

drought in hiring across the college, the Department of
History is conducting three searches for new positions
in 1993-94: a post in Latin American colonial history;
a replacement position in modern Japanese history (in
conjunction with the Department of East Asian Lan-
guages and Cultures); and a new post in Latino history.

This is the academic year that marks the one hun-
dredth anniversary of the first appointment of a Pro-
fessor of History by the UI Board of Trustees. EVERTS
B. GREENE was appointed in March 1894. Accord-
ingly, as reported in the last issue of HISTORY AT IL-
LINOIS, we have mounted a modest celebration of our
birthday with two Centenary Lectures on campus and
two alumni events, arranged in coordination with the
College Alumni Affairs office. We are also taking the
opportunity to make a special appeal, a Centenary
Capital Campaign, described below, which we hope
that every alum will carefully consider.

In the life of any academic unit, one of the prevail-
ing sentiments held by the professoriat as well as by
students is that the body is immutable or, at the very
least, incapable of rapid change. Such a perception is
undermined by statistical analyses that indicate a nor-
mal turnover in most academic units of approximately
one-quarter of strength in the course of any seven or
eight-year period. This fact of life came home to us this
past year when we experienced a seemingly accelerated

Finally, let me reaffirm the pleasure and encourage-
ment that we receive from notes and news of the do-
ings of our alumni. Please take a moment each year to
send news of your professional activities. And thanks
in advance for thinking of us when a mailing arrives
about the Centenary Capital Campaign.

Charles Stewart

2 bold step of appointing a recently minted
% Ph.D. from Harvard University, EVERTS
BOUTELL GREENE, as this university’s first Assistant
Professor of History. A decade would elapse before
Greene saw the Department of History emerge as more
than a one-man operation, but by the time he left Illi-
nois for Columbia University in 1923 the department
had taken on a form with a range of fields anticipating
that of our own time.

In celebration of our first hundred years, the de-
partment sponsored the first of two Centenary Lectures
on October 13, 1993, when Professor JACK GOQODY,
formerly Professor of Social Anthropology at Cam-
bridge University, spoke on “Man and the Natural
World: Some Reflections on History and Anthropol-
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