Fall 1991 —Winter 1992

otes from the Outgoing Chair

Perhaps the most significant development

of the past year has been the enormous in-

crease in the number of students taking

courses in this department. What is impres-

sive is not only the rise in overall enroll-
ments—from a total of 3915 in the fall semester of 1989 to 4054
in the fall semester of 1991—but also the steadily growmg
number of history majors: 386 in . .
August 1990 and 410 in August
1991. At least one hundred stu-
dents more claim history as part
of a double-major or are focusing
on the teaching of social studies.
The steady growth of student
interest in history during the past
five years has placed a severe
strain on our teaching capacity,
but it is a clear sign that our
courses are both well conceived
and well taught. In effect, this department—with only four
percent of the total faculty in the College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences—is teaching over six percent of the total number of
students in the college. And, of course, our faculty also
teaches students from other parts of the campus: thus ROB-
ERT JOHANNSEN’S course (History 359—"The Civil War
and Reconstruction”), with a total enrollment of 186 in the
spring of 1991, attracted students from seven other colleges
besides L.A.S.

In spite of this enrollment pressure, however, in common
with the rest of the university, the History Department fac-
ulty received no general pay rise for 1991-92—a development
which caused me the greatest regret. One of the few com-
forts was our continuing success with the Research Board,
where yet again History faculty members obtained more
grants than did members of any other unit on campus. And
atleast we did not lose any of our operating budget compared
to last year, although the department itself can claim no credit
for this achievement: it is due entirely to the prudence of
Dean LARRY R. FAULKNER, who foresaw the deepening
fiscal crisis of the state and made some very hard decisions
early in 1991 which saved us from having to take emergency
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harles Stewart Named
to Head Department

Effective late December 1991, Professor

CHARLES STEWART takes over the reins

as History Department chair. A member of

the department since 1971, Charles Stewart
is a native of Evanston, Illinois, who holds a B.A. from
Hanover College (Indiana), an M.A. from the University
of Ghana, and a D. Phil. degree
from Oxford University. A spe-
cialist in the history of North and
West Africa, Professor Stewart
has held grants from NEH, from
the Fulbright program, and from
the ACLS/SSRC Joint Commit-
tee on Africa. Between 1973 and
1976 he was a member of the fac-
ulty at Nigeria's Ahmadu Bello
University.

He is the author of Islan and
Social Order in Mauritania: A Case Study from the Nineteenth Cen-
tury (1973). His other publications include two co-edited
volumes, Cultivator and State in Pre-Colonial Africa (1981), Popu-
lar Istam in Twenticth-Century Africa (1986), a chapter in the
Cambridge History of Africa, 1905-1940 (1986), and numerous
other book chapters and articles. He has devoted several
years to the preparation of two giant catalogues to manuscript
collections, the Catalogue of the Ahl Shaykh Sidiyya Family Li-
brary and (as co-editor) the Catnlogtic of the Arabic Manuscript
Collection at the Institut Mavritanienne de Recherche Scientifique.
Both were published at Urbana in 1990 in multi-volume
photocopy editions, and the first series is also being published
in microform in Leiden (Netherlands) by the
Interdocumentation Company. His other recent publications
include “The Haroun Ould Sidia Collection of Arabic Manu-
scripts,” in History in Africa 197 (1990) and “Un interprétation
du conflit mauritano-sénégalais,” in Revite de Monde
Mulsulman et de la Mediterrance 54 (1990). Reviews by him
appeared in the Journal of African History, the International
Journal of African Historical Studies, and in the Journal of Inter-
disciplinary History. Ata conference in Paris he spoke on “The
End of Youth: Changes in Marriage Ages in Africa Since

continued on page 2
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epartment to Celebrate
Centenary

In 1894 Evarts Boutell Greene was
appointed as the first fulltime Professor of
History of the University of Illinois, and
during 1993-1994 the Department of His-
tory intends to mark the one hundredth anniversary of its
birth. To mark that centenary, a number of campus events
are being planned including two Centenary Lectures and a
major international symposium. Off campus the department

Name

hopes to make available a number of faculty members for
guest appearancees before alumni association gatheringsand
community groups as well as at other institutions.

Details of the centenary celebration will be set forth in
next year’s issue of History at lllinois, but readers of this year’s
issue may greatly assist our efforts to prepare for these evenis
by providing us with the following information which will
appear inadirectory of University of [llinois graduates who
received a B.A. with a major in History or who received M.A.
or Ph.D. degrees in History.

Address

Please indicate all U of | degrees: BA. YEAR

Current Position and employer (If retired, please indicate last position prior to retirement.}

M.A. YEAR

Ph.D. YEAR

Please list three major accomplishments of your career thus far:

2;

&)

(Graduates in academic life may wish to include their most significant publications.)

With which member of the Ul History Department did you work most closely during your years as a student?

(Ph.D.s please list your dissertation adviser. Writers of senior or M.A. theses, please list your supervisor. Others are encouraged to name the faculty

member whose course(s) they remember with greatest satisfaction.)

Please mail this form in an envelope to:

Nadine Miller, Department of History, University of Illinois, 309, Gregory Hall, 810 S. Wright Street, Urbana Il 61801

The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign is an equal opportunity and affirmative action institution.
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