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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

Dear Colleagues and Friends:

This will be my last “Letter from the
Chair,” and as I close my term I should
like o express my pleasure in viewing
the ever increasing visibility of our
Department and to thank all of you for
your contributions to that end. In fact
were it not for the budgetary problems
which now beset the University and the
Department as a result of underfunding
: by the State legislature, what follows in
this newslettcr would be one long litany of success and
accornplishment.

The History Department has 2 new prominence on this cam-
pus. Undergraduates are now literally flocking to our courses,
and we are fast reaching the point where we are going to have
to cap enrollments. Particularly gratifying is the recent sharp
rise in the number of our majors. Qur graduate enrollments are
also up nicely. We are now enrolling between 30 and 35 new
graduate students a year with the result that we are in a posi-
tion to offer a greater number and a wider variety of graduate
courses than we were a few years ago.

As the following pages will indicate, our faculty continue to
distinguish themselves by publication, by garnering much
coveted research grants, and by a disproportionately high
number of achievement and teaching awards. The Department
can now boast of five University scholars, three winners of the
Burlington Northern faculty achievement award, three winners
of the campus-wide teaching award, and a host of recipients of
distinguished research fellowships,

However remarkable this record of current accomplishment,
the future also looks extremely good. In recent years we have
been successful in attracting new faculty members of distinc-
tion and great promise. This fall alone we have welcomed three
new tenure-track assistant professors.

Last year on this page I indicated that we had a serious need
for additional graduate student fellowships and were making
the funding of those fellowships our highest priority. We have
made a good start; to date we have raised almost ten thousand
dollars. A list of those who have contributed appears on a
separate page. We are deeply indebted to you for helping us to
achieve a successful start. I would like to emphasize that this is
an on-going effort and that we very much hope that more and
more of you will find an opportunity to contribute and to join
us in this crucial endeavor.

RALPH FISHER HONORED
AT RETIREMENT BANQUET

In the summer of 1887, Ralph Fisher
retired after twenty-eight years as the
first director of the University of Illinois
Center for Russian and East European
Studies, and in the summer of 1988 he
retired after thirty years as a member of
the Department of History. On February
25, 1988, the department joined with
the Center for Russian and East Euro-
pean Studies to sponsor a dinner at the
top of University Inn in honor of both
Ralph and Ruth Fisher. The appropriately Slavic menu
featured Borsch Moskovskaia, Goulash, Kotmis Satsivi, Azer-
baijan Pilaf, Salizi Puiez, Pirosky, and Mdzhavai Kombosto
among other unpronounceable delicacies. It was attended by
more than one hundred-and-fifty friends, colleagues, and
associates from the campus and the community, as well as Rus-
sian studies specialists from all over the United States. A
ceremonial volume of letters and telegrams was presented to
the Fishers by Marianna Tax Choldin, the new Center director.

During Ralph Fisher's years of service as director of the
Center, it gave its highest priority to the task of attracting funds
to help the university library improve its Russian and East
European holdings. As a consequence, the university library
moved from at best thirtieth place in the 19505 to third place in
the 1970s (trailing only the Library of Congress and Harvard
University) as a biblicgraphic resource in this area. The institu-
tion of annual summer research laboratories has helped make
the University of Illinois the academic mecca for scholars con-
cerned with Russian and East European studies. In recognition
of Ralph Fisher's role in that accomplishment, the Department
of History joined with the Center in surprising him at the ban-
quet with the announcement that a fund had been established
in his name with the University of Illinois Foundation, a fund
continued on page 2

In closing 1 would like to thank you for your support over the
past four years, to extend to you the season's best greetings, and
to invite you to join us at the AHA in Cincinnati for a Univer-
sity of lllinois reception in my room at the Omni Netherland
Plaza on Thursday, December 29, from 5 to 7 p.m.

Cordially,
William C. Widenor
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