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Dorothee Schneider

512 West Washington Street

Urbana, IL 61801

Tel (217) 337 6073

e-mail: schndr@illinois.edu
Current Employment:

Lecturer, Department of History, University of Illinois, Spring 2001-


Campus Honors Faculty, University of Illinois, Fall 1999-Spring 2013.
Professional Experience:


Program Coordinator, Women and Gender in Global Perspectives, 

University of Illinois, 2008-2009.

Graduate College Scholar, Dept. of Sociology, University of Illinois, 1997-2008.
(Visiting) Assistant Professor of History, Eastern Illinois University, 1997-1999.

Assistant Professor of Labor and Industrial Relations and History, University of 
Illinois at Urbana/Champaign, 1990-97.


Visiting Assistant Professor of American Studies, Occidental College, Los 
Angeles, 1988-1990.


Lecturer in American History and American Studies, Scripps College, 

Claremont/CA, 1986-1988.


Associate Editor, The Samuel Gompers Papers, University 
of Maryland at 

College Park, 1983-1985.

Education:


Ph. D. University of Munich, Germany, 1983.


DAAD  Exchange Student, CUNY Graduate Center, New York, 1978-1980.


Qualifying Examination (Staatsexamen), University of  Munich, 1978.


M.A. University of Massachusetts (Amherst), 1975.

Fellowships and Invited Professorships:

Fulbright Senior Lecturer, University of Leipzig, Germany, Spring 2007


Professeur Invité, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris, 
May 2002.

Fellow, Shelby Cullom Davis Center for Historical Studies, 

Princeton University, Spring Semester 2000.

Postdoctoral Fellow, Smithsonian Museum of American History,  1984/85.

Grants: 

Teaching Advancement Program, University of Illinois. Travel grant to lecture at 
Chinese Universities, May, June 2013.

European Union Center, University of Illinois: 

Conference Grant for “Immigrants in the New Europe,” Spring 2010.

Illinois Program for Research in the Humanities: 

Reading Group Grant for the Migration Studies Group, AY, 2002-2003, 2003-2004, 2004-05, 2005-2006, 2007-2008. 2008-2009.


“Globalizing Humanities” Initiative, Chancellor’s Office, University of Illinois,
Grant for the Migration Studies Group. Spring 2004


Miller Committee – University of Illinois, grant for guest speaker and 
Programming for the Migration Studies Group. Fall 2003.

Research Board, University of Illinois, grant for travel and research, Fall 1997.

Center for Cultural Values and Ethics, University of Illinois, course development 
grant, Summer 1994.


Research Board, University of Illinois, grant for research in New York City, 1993.

Books:

Crossing Borders: Migration and Citizenship in the Twentieth Century United States. (Harvard University Press, 2011).

My Life in Germany before and after January 30, 1933”: Refugee Memoirs and 
Experiences, (co-authored with Harry Liebersohn) Transactions of the American 
Philosophical Society, vol. 91, part 3, 2001.  


Trade Unions and Community: The German Working Class in New York City, 
1870-1900 (University of Illinois Press, 1994) 


Named "Outstanding Academic Book" by Choice, 1995.
Current Projects: 


“A Thousand Conversations: Union Organizing in Higher Education”  (book 
manuscript)

“ Transcending the Nation State: Toward a Historiography of Migration Studies” (essay collection).
Articles and Book Chapters:

“Victor Greene as Immigration Historian:  Texts and Contexts,“ Polish American 
Review, Fall 2016.

“Migrationspolitik in Krisenzeiten: der 11. September und Einwanderer im 
historischen Vergleich”, Zeitenwende  11. September? eine transatlantische 
Bilanz, ed. by Wilfried Mausbach and Simon Wendt  (in German) Leverkusen, 
Barbara Budrich Verlag, 2016. 
 “Women Negotiate the Gendered Border: Female Immigrants from Europe to the 

United States in the First Half of the Twentieth Century.” [Les migrations 

féminines de l’Europe vers les Etats-Unis durant la première moitié du XXe 

siècle]. "Politique et administration du genre en migration", Actes de l'histoire de 
l'immigration, 10  (Paris: Publibook Universités Paris, 2012).
 “Polish Peasants into Americans: U.S. Citizenship and Americanization


among Polish Immigrants in the Inter-War Era,” The Polish Sociological Review, 

2007 (3) 159-172. 


“The United States Government and the Investigation of European Emigration in 

the Open Door Era”, Citizenship and Those Who Leave: The Politics of Imigration and Expatriation in Europe, ed. Nancy Greene and Francois Weil. University of Illinois Press 2007. 

“European Immigrants look at their Americanization”, Paths of Integration: Migrants in Western Europe (1880-2004), ed. by Leo Lucassen, David Feldman and Jochen Oltmer, Amsterdam University Press, 2006.
 “Evaluating American Immigration Policy: New Publications on the History and Sociology of Border Controls”. Journal of American Ethnic History, vol. 23, no. 4 (Summer 2004) 142-146.

“The Literature on Women Immigrants to the United States”in:  Actes de l'histoire 
de l'immigration, volume 3, 2003. 
http://barthes.ens.fr/clio/revues/AHI/articles/volumes/schneid.html


“Naturalization and United States Citizenship in Two Periods of Mass Migration.” Journal of American Ethnic History, vol. 21, no. 1. (Fall, 2001) 50-82. Reprinted in Mass Migration to the United States: Classical and Contemporary Periods, ed. Pyong Gap Min (Walnut Creek 2002) 161-198. 

“Symbolic Citizenship and Immigration in the Congressional Debates of 1996”, Citizenship Studies, vol. 4, no. 3 (Fall 2000) pp. 255-273.

“‘I know Emma Lazarus’: Transgression and National Identity in Congressional Debates on Immigration”, Cultural Anthropology, 13(1) February 1998, pp. 82-99.

 “The Work that Never Ends: New Literature on Paid Domestic Work and 

Women of Color,” Journal of American Ethnic History, 17 (2) 1998, pp. 61-66.
"The German Bakers of New York City: Between Ethnic Particularism and

 Working Class Consciousness," The Politics of Immigrant Workers: Labor 

Activism and the World Economy since 1830. ed. by Carl Strikwerda and Camille 

Guerin-Gonzales, (New York:Holmes and Meier, 1993).

"The German Brewery Workers of New York City in the Late 19th Century," 

 Labor Divided: Race and  Ethnicity in the American Working Class, ed. by Robert 
Asher and Charles Stephenson, State University of New York Press (1990) .  

"The Great Cigarmakers Strike of 1877," Labor History,  Summer 1985.


" `For Whom are all the Good Things in Life?' - German-
American

Housewives Discuss their Budgets", in: Working-Class Immigrants in Industrial 

Chicago, ed. By John Jentz and Hartmut Keil, (Northern Illinois University Press, 

1983).

Encyclopedia and Handbook Articles:

“Immigration”, “Migration”, “Ethnic Minorities,” “Socialism”,
USA Lexikon, Hrsg. Christof Mauch and Rudiger Wersich (Erich Schmidt Verlag, 2013 [in German].
“Labour Migration”, The Palgrave Dictionary of Transnational History ed. by 

Akira Irye and Pierre-Ives Saulnier, (Palgrave MacMillan) 2009. 


“Cigar Makers International Union”,  “United Brewery Workers”, “Adolph

 Strasser”, Encyclopedia of U.S. Labor and Working Class History, ed. by 
Eric Arnesen (Routledge, 2006).  

“Immigration and Immigrants: Race and Ethnicity”, Encyclopedia of the New

 American Nation, Charles Scribner’s Sons, 2005.

“German-Americans”, Scribner’s Dictionary of American History, ed. Stanley Kutler (New York, Charles Scribner’s and Sons, 2002). 

 “Samuel Gompers”, Oxford Companion to American History, ed. by Paul Boyer 

(New York: Oxford University Press, 2001).

“Brewery Workers” , Encyclopedia of the American Left, (2nd ed.) ed. by Paul and Mari Jo Buhle and Dan Georgakas, (New York 1998).

"Benjamin Schlesinger", Dictionary of American National 
Biography, (New York: Oxford Univ. Press, 1997) 

"The Tobacco Industry in New York City", Encyclopedia of New York City, 

ed. by Kenneth T. Jackson, (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1995)

"Cigarmakers' Strike of 1877" and "Tompkins Square Riot 
of 1874: in: Labor 

Conflict in the United Sates: An Encyclopedia, ed. by Ronald Filipelli (New 

York: Garland Publishers, 1990).

Co-Edited Volumes 

The Samuel Gompers Papers, vol 3 (1989) edited by Stuart Kaufman (editor), 

Peter Albert, Grace Palladino and Dorothee Schneider (associate editors). 


The Samuel Gompers Papers, vol. 2 (1987), edited by Stuart Kaufman, (editor) 

Peter Albert, Elizabeth Fones-Wolf, Grace Palladino and Dorothee Schneider


(associate editors). 



The Samuel Gompers Papers,  vol. 1 (1986), edited by Stuart Kaufman (editor) 

Peter Albert, Elizabeth Fones-Wolf, Dolores Janiewski, David Carl (associate 

editors) Grace Palladino and Dorothee Schneider (contributing editors). 

Papers and Comments:

“Frauen als Einwanderer in die US: Bild und Wirklichkeit.“


 United States Embassy in Berlin/Germany. March 8, 2017.



“Unionization of Non-Tenure Track Faculty at a Research 1 University:  A model


for success?” Annual Meeting of the Organization of American Historians,. 


Providence, RI, April 9, 2016 . 



“Victor Greene as Immigration Historian: Themes and Contexts”, Annual 



Meeting of the American Historical Association, Atlanta, January, 2016.

“Crossing against the Odds: Jewish Immigrants from Central Europe in the 
1930s.”  Invited lecture, Jewish Museum, Milwaukee, Nov. 12, 2014. 


“Immigration as History in the Mid-Twentieth Century: Between Social 
Science and Humanistic Inquiry.”  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of 
the Social Science History Association. Toronto, November 2014.


“From the Gilded Age to 1920:  Mass Migration in the Industrial Age. “
Invited lecture, Filson Historical Society, Louisville, KY,   May 15, 2014.

“From Frederick Jackson Turner  to the New Social History:  A Quick Stroll 
through the Landscape of Immigration History, 1892-1964.” 


Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Organization of American 

Historians, Atlanta, April 2014. 


“Understanding Borders in a Transnational Universe:  The Historiography of
Immigration in the 1980s and 90s.”

Paper presented at the Annual meeting of the Social Science History Association.


Chicago, November 2013. 

“Black Immigrants as American Citizens : Identities, Rights and Belonging.” 



Invited lecture at the Center for the African Diaspora, DePaul University, October, 2013.

“American Immigration and its Historians in the Twentieth Century”;  invited lectures at the following Chinese universities: Sheijang University, Hangzhou; Hangzhou Normal University; Nanjing University; Shanghai Normal University, Xia Men University. 

“ Transcending the Nation State :  Immigration History since the 1960s.” Invited paper presented at workshop on “Transnationalism and International Migration in Historical Perspective.”  UCLA, Dept. of Sociology, April 2013. 

“A Shifting Paradigm of Race in post 9/11 Immigration Regulation?  US Immigration Policy and the USA PATRIOT Act in Historical Perspective.”
Annual Meeting of the Social Science History Association, November 2012, Vancouver, BC.
“Teaching Immigration History to Diverse Audiences,” Annual Meeting of the 
Social Science History Association, November 2011, Boston. 
“Making Immigration Policy in Times of Crisis:  9/11 and Immigrant Communities in the United States, invited lecture, Heidelberg Center for American Studies, September 10, 2011.  

“Learning to be a Citizen: Naturalization Instruction in the United States 1924-
1970” Annual Meeting of the Organization of American Historians, 2010, Washington D.C.

Comment on “Networks of Labor and Socialist Solidarity between the United
 States and Europe, 1933-1945.” Annual Meeting of the Organization of 
American Historians, March 26-28, 2009, Seattle.   

“Organizing Exit in the Inter War Era”, Annual Meeting of the Social Science 
History Association, Miami/Florida, October 23-26, 2008. 

“Re-Casting the History of Border Crossings in the Twentieth Century United 
States.”

University of Heidelberg, University of Jena and the University of Leipzig, June 
2007.
“Americanization and the Teaching of American Citizenship.”

University of Halle-Wittenberg, May 2007. 

“Teaching American Citizenship”.

Annual Fulbright Conference for American Grantees, Berlin, March 2007.

“Die Rolle der Schule in den USA: Stätte der Amerikanisierung?“ 


Keynote address for Fulbright outreach conference on “Germany’s Changing 

School Populations,”  Cologne, Nov. 7, 2006. 


“Americanization and Immigrants from the Depression to the Cold War.” Annual 

Meeting of the Organization of American Historians, Washington, D.C. April 22, 

2006.

“Women Negotiate the Gendered Border: Female Immigrants from Europe to the 

United States in the First Half of the Twentieth Century.” [Les migrations 

féminines de l’Europe vers les Etats-Unis durant la première moitié du XXe 

siècle]. Conference:  Histoire, migration et genre”, Ecole Normale Superieure, 

Paris, March 27, 2006. 

“Female Immigration from Europe to the United States in the ‘Open Door Era’”,  

European Social Science History Conference, Amsterdam, March 24, 2006. 

“Assimilation and Transnationalism as considerations in Naturalization of 

immigrants after World War II.”Social Science History Association, Nov. 4, 

2005. 

“Polish Peasants into Americans: Citizenship and Americanization among Polish 

Immigrants in the Inter-War Era”. Annual Sociology Workshop, Dept. of 

Sociology, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, March 2005. 

“US Immigrant Careworkers and Immigration Policies:  Historical and Political 

Perspectives.” Gender and Transnation Care Work, 2004 Symposium of the 

Program on Women and Gender in Global Perspectives, University of Illinois, 

October 22, 2004 

“Newly Remembered: The Surprising Impact of German America.” The New York Historical Society, October 6, 2004.

“Citizenship Reversed: Social and Political Deportations from the United States, 

1906-1925”.

Transnational Workshop, Dept. of Sociology, University of Illinois, May 1, 2004.

“Failure to Cross the last Border: Political Exclusion and Deportation in the 

Progressive Era”.

European Social Science History Conference, Berlin, March 2004.

“Paths of Immigration, Paths of Integration: American Immigrants look at their Americanization”.

Paths of Integration Workshop, Institute for Migration and Integration Research (IMIS), University of Osnabrueck/Germany, June 2003.
“Globalization and the Future of Migration Studies”.

Social Science History Association, 27th Annual Meeting, St. Louis, Oct. 19. 

2002.

“The US Government and Emigration Control from Europe at the Turn of the 

Nineteenth Century”. 

Presented at “Citoyennete et Emigration”, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences 

Sociales, Paris, Dec. 6-8, 2001. 

“Immigrants as Voters: Race and Citizenship at the Turn of the Nineteenth 

Century.” Social Science History Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, Nov. 17, 

2001. 


“Conversion to Americanism: Americanization and Immigrant Communities in 

the Interwar Period,”. Davis Seminar for Historical Studies, Princeton University,

April 2000. 


“Controlling Immigration from Without: The U.S. Government’s Attempt to 

Limit Emigration from Europe in the Era of ‘Open Borders’.” Social Science 

History Association, Fort Worth, November 12, 1999.


“Women Immigrants and the Immigration Authorities in the Early Twentieth 

Century.” Social History Workshop, The University of Chicago, Nov. 4, 1999.


“Gendered Borders: Sex, Race and Class and the Immigration Service, 1906-

1928.” Berkshire Conference 
of Women’s History, Rochester, June 5, 1999. 


“Encounters at the Border: Immigrants and the INS 
Border Hearings.” Annual 

Meeting of the Organization of American Historians, Toronto, April 5, 1999.

Comment on: Ready to Wear, Ready to Work, by Nancy Green. Social Science 

History Association, 23rd Annual Meeting, Chicago, November 20, 1998.

“Women at the Border: Class Gender and the Immigration 
Service, 1906-1929.” Newberry Seminar in Social 
History, March 17, 1998. 


“German Jewish Memoirs: the My Life in Germany Collection.” Annual Meeting 

of the American Historical Association, Seattle, January 8, 1998. 


“Immigrant Women as Urban Household Workers: 
Comparative U.S. 

Perspectives, 1880-1980.” Social Science History Association Annual Meeting, 

Washington D.C. October 1997.

“The My Life in Germany Collection and German-Jewish Identity.” ISSEI Conference, Utrecht, August 1996. 


"German-Americans and Turners in the Gilded Age."  Milwaukee Turners, June 

1995.
"Furniture for the Classes, Furniture for the Masses: a Look at Furniture Making in late Nineteenth Century  New York City." High Museum of Art, Atlanta/GA,



 January, 1995.
"Why is there no...: Another Look at the Henry George Campaign." Southwest Labor Studies Association, Santa Cruz, April  1994.


"German Ethnic Unions and the early AFL." paper presented at the "Perspectives 

on Labor History" Conference, Wisconsin State Historical Society 
(Madison), 

March 9-10, 1990. 





"The AFL and European Labor in the Gompers Era." Paper presented at the 

Annual Meeting of the Organization of American Historians, April 2, 1987.


"German-Americans and the New York City Labor Movement,1870-1900." 

Annual Meeting of the Organization of American Historians, April 8, 1983. 

Comment: "Transnational Political Ideologies in Immigrant Communities." Organization of American Historians, Annual Meeting, Washington D.C. April 1,


1995.

Comment: "Class Gender and Community in Pullman and Chicago."  The Pullman Strike Centennial Conference, Terre Haute, September 23, 1994


Comment: "Labor Historians and the Decline of Organized 
Labor." Social 

Science History Association Annual 
Meeting, November 1993.
Teaching Experience (1990-2016 only):

University of Illinois: 
Lecture/Discussion classes.: 
The United States in the 20th Century, 
The United States in the 19th Century, 
Social History of Industrial America, (2 parts) 

Immigrant America.

The 1960s.  

Research Seminars; 
Introduction to the Study of History
History of the Family  

Transnational Migration; 
Immigrant Communities, 
Gender and Migration.   

Campus Honors Seminar: Sociology and History of U.S. Immigration, 

University of Leipzig, Spring 2007:



Seminar: “Class in America”



Seminar: “Immigration in the Twentieth Century United States.”


Eastern Illinois University, 1997-99:


Lecture/Seminar: The U.S. Constitution and the Nation; 

The United States since 1877 

Seminar in United States Social History


University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign, 1990-96:


Lecture/Seminars: Immigrant America.


US Working Class History.

Graduate Seminar: Workers, Managers and Unions in Historical 


Perspective. 



Ethnicity and Race in American History; 


Race, Class and Gender in the Workplace.

Occidental College, 1988-1990:


Lecture classes: Contemporary American Culture. 



 US Culture and Society. 


Seminars: Labor in the United States. 


The Culture and History of American Cities. 


American Women's History.
Administrative Experience and Professional Service:


Program Coordinator:  Program on Women and Gender in Global Perspectives, 

2008/09. 
Convener: Migration and Language Reading Group, 2008-09 (with Doug 
Kibbee).

Convener: Migration Studies Group, University of Illinois, 2000-2006, 

2007/2008. 
Nominations Committee, Social Science History Association, 2007.

Selection Committee, Fulbright Kommission (Berlin, Germany), 2007.

Rockefeller Graduate Student Fellowship Committee, Social Science 

History Association, 2006, 2007 (chair)
Theodore Saloutos Prize Committee, Immigration and Ethnic History Society, 2004-2007. (Chair, 2005-2007).

Elected Board Member:  Women and Gender in Global Perspectives Program, University of Illinois, 2003-08.


Executive Board Member, Immigration and Ethnic History

Society, 2002-2005.


Executive Board Member, Social Science History Association, 2002-2005. 

Co-Chair: Immigration/Migration Network, Social Science History Association, 1998-2002.

Elected Member, University Senate, University of Illinois, 1993-1996.

Other Professional Service:

Communications Committee,  Local #6546, AFT/IFT/AAUP, University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 2016-17.

Communications Chair and Executive Council Member, Local #6546 
AFT/IFT/AAUP, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 2015-16.
Member, Contract Negotiations Committee, Local #6546 AFT/IFT/AAUP, 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 2014-2016.
Consultant: "Herter Brothers: Furniture Makers for a Gilded Age" The Houston 

Museum of Fine Arts, The High Museum of Art (Atlanta) and the Metropolitan 

Museum of  New York, 1992-1995.

